Modal verbs

Test 1

 Fill in the blanks with the following modal verbs: can, could, may, might in the positive or negative form.

1. … you tell me the way to the post office? 2. Where … I buy toys? 3.  … I have your pen, please? 4. You … take my book if you like. 5. Where are you going tonight? – I don’t know yet. I … go to the restaurant. 6. – When will you see Ann again? – I’m not sure. I … see her tonight. 7. … I have another cup of tea? 8. … I use your telephone? 9. … you pass me a slice of lemon, please? 10. She … play the piano, but she … play the guitar. 11. Take your umbrella with you. It … rain. 12. I’m not sure, but Linda … come to the party. She’s not very well. 

Test 2

  Fill in the blanks with the following forms of modal verbs and their equivalents: must, mustn’t, needn’t, should, shouldn’t, have to (has to), don’t have to (doesn’t have to), shall.
1. You … take a bus to get to the museum. It’s far from here. 2. Pupils … come to school in time. 3. Children … play with matches. 4. You’ve been travelling all day, you … be tired. 5. You … open the window. It ‘s very cold outdoors. 6. I … learn this grammar rule. I don’t know it. 7. You … give up your seat to old people. 8. People … cross the street when the light is red. 9. I don’t go to school on Sundays. I … get up early in the morning. 10. I … clean the windows. They aren’t dirty. 11. It’s grown dark in the room. … I switch on the light? 12. Let’s listen to some music, … we? 13. You … read this book in English. It’s very difficult for you. 14. She can’t come to see me. She … meet her friends at the railway station. 15. You … buy any bread. We’ve got a lot of it. 16. He … make tea in the morning. His mother makes it for him.
Test 3 
  Complete the following sentences using the right tense forms of the appropriate modal verbs.

1. They can’t buy a car now, but they … buy it in three months. 2. The sick man can sit up today, but he … do it yesterday. 3. She says I must do it at once, but yesterday I … do it just as quickly. 4. He must get up early this morning, but he …get up so early tomorrow. 5. She can hardly speak today because of her sore throat. I’m sure she … sing tonight. 6. She needn’t come here again this evening, but she … yesterday. 7. We needn’t paper the walls this year, but we … paper them next year. 8. The child can talk now, but two months ago he … speak only a few words. 9. I can’t come right now, but I … come in an hour. 10. They … lend me any money last week, but they can lend me some now. 11. I can’t believe such stories, but I … believe them when I was a child. 12. I must answer a lot of questions, but I thought I … answer any.
Test 4 

1. You will … speak Spanish in another few months. 2. I’d like … skate. 3. Nobody answers the phone. They … be out. 4. I’m sorry, I … have phoned to tell you I was coming. 5. To my mind, the government … take care of old people. 6. I … get up early on Mondays. 7. The policeman told the woman she …worry. 8. … you mind passing me the salt? 9 As you … remember, I was always interested in scientific experiments. 10. Little children like books with large print. They … read them more easily. 11. … I speak to Jane, please? 12. My dentist says I … eat so many sweets. 13. – Why hasn’t Mr Grill got in touch with us? – I don’t quite know. It … be that he has lost our phone number. 14. – Liz seems to be avoiding you. – I can’t tell you for certain. She … have been hurt by my words about her boyfriend.
